
Readings and Psalms (January 2021) 

 
January 3rd 

● Isaiah 60:1-6 

Nations come to the light 

● Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 

● Ephesians 3:1-12 

The gospel’s promise extends to all 

● Matthew 2:9-12 

The wisemen meet Jesus  

 

January 10th 

● Genesis 1:1-5 

God creates light God creates light 

● Psalm 29 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

● Acts 19:1-7 

Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus 

● Mark 1:4-11  and John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

Revelation of Christ as God’s servant and God with us: the incarnation of the Word 

 

 

January 17th 

● 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

The calling of Samuel 

● Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1) 

● 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Glorify God in your body 

● John 1:43-51 

The calling of the first disciples 

 

January 24th 

● Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Repentance at Nineveh 

● Psalm 62:5-12 

God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6) 

● 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Living in the end times 

● Mark 1:14-20 

The calling of the disciples at the sea 

 

January 31st 

● Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

The prophet speaks with God’s authority 

● Psalm 111 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10) 

● 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols 

● Mark 1:21-28 

The healing of one with an unclean spirit 
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January 3rd 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
A reading from Isaiah 
 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
Word of God, Word of Life 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 
We will read the Psalm responsively; I will read the light print and the congregation the bold:   
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
 11May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 



 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 3:1-12 
A reading from Ephesians. 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you 
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable 
you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the 
working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 
to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of 
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
Word of God, Word of Life 
Thanks be to God. 
   
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:9-12 
The gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you O Lord.  
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 10th  
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 
A reading from Genesis 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29 
We will read the Psalm responsively; I will read the light print and the congregation the bold:   
 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
 
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 
A reading from Acts 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he 
found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 
They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then 
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism 
of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On 
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were 
about twelve of them. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 
The holy gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 

in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
January 17th  
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 
A reading from Samuel 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in 
his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, 
and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. 
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel 
that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I 
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish 
his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 
restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated 
by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli 
said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 
hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. 
Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 
  19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all 
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.] 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 139:1-6, 13-18 
We will read the Psalm responsively; I will read the light print and the congregation the bold:   
 1LORD, you have searched me out; 
  O LORD, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 



  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 15My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
A reading from Corinthians 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will 
not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will 
destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for 
the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members 
of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with 
her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins 
against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 
The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
January 24th  
 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
A reading from Jonah 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word 
of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go 
into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 
small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 
We will read the Psalm responsively; I will read the light print and the congregation the bold:   
 5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
A reading from Corinthians 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives 
be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who 
rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and 
those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world 
is passing away. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
The holy gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
January 31st  
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; 
you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of 
the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this 
great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up 
for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words 
that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in 
the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 
prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 111 
We will read the Psalm responsively; I will read the light print and the congregation the bold:   
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion.  
 5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity.  
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
A reading from Corinthians 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs 
up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary 
knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and 
that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to 
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being 
weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no 
better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block 
to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they 
not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by 
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin 
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of 
them to fall. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue 
and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, 
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the 
Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they 
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 


